
FOR PREPARATION

Jesus, I Am Resting, Resting
Jean Sophia Pigott (1876)

OPENING PRAYER

Almighty God, to you all hearts are 
open, all desires known, and from 
you no secrets are hid: Cleanse 
the thoughts of our hearts by the 
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that 
we may perfectly love you, and 
worthily magnify your holy Name; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

-Thomas Cranmer (1662)

AS OUR FOUNDATION

1 Corinthians 1 (NIV) 

TO KEEP IN MIND

The audacity of Jesus to look at the 
disciples as they’re fulfilling Passover – 
and to give them a new command – was 
remarkable.  His command?  To love one 
another.  And in order to demonstrate 
this love, he gets the basin and the towel 
– and washes his disciples’ feet.

So that’s the best message of the Cross.  
Contrary to our foolish culture’s wisdom 
– where if you fall afoul of the foolish 
wisdom of the day, you’re unforgiveable.  
That is never ever ever the message of 
the Cross.  The Cross always, always 
offers forgiveness.  It may not remove the 
consequences, but it does offer the only 
way to be right with God. 

- John Stonestreet

KEY POINTS TO REMEMBER

• We need to look at the Proverbs in light of the larger biblical 
story. God has given us each and every part of scripture as 
part of a larger whole. And not only what has God said – but 
how has He chosen to say it? It’s all based in a larger story – 
centered on the person of Jesus Christ. And Proverbs helps 
us be exactly who God had intended us to be. 

• Wisdom is fully personified in the person of Jesus Christ.  
And not just personified, but holistically completed in every 
way.

• Paul isn’t saying that faith is foolishness. We don’t need to 
check our minds out from reality. Rather, following Christ is 
wisdom. And it’s wisdom that actually corresponds to the 
world. What the world calls wisdom does not correspond to 
how the world actually works.

• It’s not only true in the teachings of Christ, but in what he 
displayed – in his obedience to God and his sacrifice – that 
we’ll especially remember this week

• To say that there is someone to whom we are responsible in 
our obedience (God) destroys the wisdom of the world.  So 
in today’s world, truth and love seem incompatible – even 
we know they’re not.

• The most unloving thing we can say to someone who’s not 
OK is that they are.  There is a way that the world is.  Gravity 
always wins.  It’s not loving at all to deny gravity – and it’s 
not unloving to point out that it exists. And the risks of 
denying that reality are numerous.

• Thus, to do what Jesus did on Good Friday – to lay down 
his life – is foolish in the eyes of the world.  But the message 
of Good Friday counters the wisdom of the world – and to 
that world, it seems foolish.

- First, the world says that we don’t need rescue – that we don’t need 
someone to fulfill our righteousness, because we’re all good, true, and noble 
on our own.  

- Unless of course, we have violated some standard of “wokeness” or social 
justice (i.e., cancel culture) – which then makes us unforgiveable.  



• We are not OK.  Something is desperately and dramatically wrong 
with us.  It is precisely this so-called “wisdom of the world” that 
the Cross absolutely contradicts.  

• That offer of forgiveness through repentance is proof that God is 
kind.  For as David says, it’s ultimately against God that we have 
sinned.

  
• The wisdom of the world is also contradicted by the Resurrection.  

It became the central event in the history of the world.

• Accepting only those facts of history that both Christian and 
non-Christian sources would buy into, you can make a case 
for the Resurrection without ever even relying on something 
supernatural.

• That is a new level of wisdom.  Not one that calls us to reject all 
we know about truth and knowledge, but one that expands that 
truth and knowledge to a whole new degree. 

HERE’S HOW YOU CAN PRAY AND LIVE THIS WEEK

• We have forgotten and overlooked much of your wisdom, Lord.  
Thank you for the gift of Proverbs.

• Father, we are grateful for Jesus’ life and resurrection – and that it 
unites for us in both truth AND love.

• We are grateful for your forgiveness – and that there is more to 
this world than we can see.

• Forgive us for despairing during the chaotic moments in today’s 
world – for despair is a sin.  Thank you for your sovereignty – for 
we know the story of the world is in your hands.

• Give us your hope and your peace as we life our lives faithfully to 
you.

BENEDICTION

• Closing Prayer

Blessed Lord, who hast caused all holy Scriptures to be written 
for our learning; grant that we may in such wise hear them, 
read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them, that by patience 
and comfort of thy holy Word, we may embrace, and ever 
hold fast, the blessed hope of everlasting life, which thou hast 
given us in our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.

- Thomas Cranmer (1662)



True prayer is neither a mere mental exercise nor a vocal performance. 

It is far deeper than that. It is spiritual transaction with 

the Creator of Heaven and Earth. - Charles Spurgeon

• Closing Worship

-Doxology– Thomas Ken (1674)

-Life High the Cross – George William Kitchin (1887)

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

• Colson Center SHORT COURSE: How to Speak Truth and Love
  - Four Tuesdays in April - beginning April 6th
•  Colson Center’s National Time of Guided Prayer
• The Colson Center for Christian Worldview
• BreakPoint
• Wilberforce Weekend ‘21
• Josh Bales


